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Rollcall vote 343, to suspend the rules and
pass H. Res. 223, supporting the goals and
ideals of a National Day of Remembrance for
Murder Victims—had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

Rollcall vote 344, to suspend the rules and
pass H. Res. 385, recognizing National
AmeriCorps Week—had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

———

FREEDOM FOR ROLANDO JIMENEZ
POSADA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Rolando Jiménez Posada, a political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Jiménez Posada is a lawyer and a di-
rector of the Democratic Human Rights Cen-
ter. As a pro-democracy activist, Mr. Jiménez
Posada has devoted himself to portraying the
genuine terror of life in totalitarian Cuba. Be-
cause of his brave commitment to freedom for
the Cuban people and his activities as a pro-
democracy activist, the regime began by firing
him from his job.

Mr. Jiménez Posada has been detained and
threatened numerous times over the past
years. On December 10, 2001, while taking
part in a peaceful celebration to observe the
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, he and several others were
beaten and pushed into police vehicles and
then discarded in remote areas as a means of
psychological torture. Amnesty International
reports that in July 2002 Mr. Jiménez Posada
was threatened at his home after handing out
copies of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Later, the tyrant’s thugs told him that
he would be imprisoned if he continued car-
rying out public activities in support of Cuba’s
political prisoners.

Despite harassment and the continuous
threats, Mr. Jiménez Posada never wavered in
his conviction. On April 25, 2003, he was ar-
rested and thrown in the gulag on accusations
of “disrespecting the commander” (the tyrant)
and “revealing state secrets”. For 4 years, he
languished in sub-human conditions awaiting
“formal charges” and a “trial” for his “crime”
of believing that all men have an inherent right
to live in freedom.

On April 6, 2007, Mr. Jiménez Posada was
“sentenced” to 12 years in a second secret
trial in less than a week. His family and loved
ones were never notified of his trial date, and
when he even so much as attempted to voice
concerns about the lack of defense counsel he
was summarily thrown into a dungeon once
again and prohibited all forms of legal de-
fense. Let me be clear, Mr. Jiménez Posada
rejects the gangster regime’s constant propa-
ganda and its lies. For that reason, he lan-
guishes in the most infernal conditions in the
tyrant’s dungeons.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Jiménez Posada suf-
fers in the repulsive squalor of the totalitarian
regime’s gulag because he believes in truth
and fundamental human rights for the Cuban
people. It constitutes a crime of the highest
order that a mere 90 miles from our shores,
honorable men and women are jailed in dun-
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geons simply for their desire to make known
the truth of Cuba’s tragic reality and for believ-
ing that all Cubans are deserving of human
rights. My colleagues, we must demand the
immediate and unconditional release of
Rolando Jiménez Posada and every political
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

TRIBUTE TO LISA RAE AUSTGEN
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to take this time to remember
one of northwest Indiana’s most distinguished
citizens, Lisa Rae Austgen of Lowell, Indiana.
Lisa’s numerous contributions to her commu-
nity are worthy of the highest admiration, es-
pecially her service as the director of the Chal-
lenger Center of Northwest Indiana in Ham-
mond, Indiana. Lisa passed away on Friday,
May 11, 2007, and following services at the
Sheets Funeral Home in Lowell, she will be
laid to rest on Tuesday, May 15, 2007, at
Plum Grove Cemetery, also in Lowell.

Lisa was an integral part of the success of
the Challenger Learning Center of Northwest
Indiana. Housed on the Purdue University—
Calumet campus in Hammond, Indiana, the
Challenger Learning Center provides a worth-
while educational resource to area schools.
Under Lisa’s direction, this 8-year old program
has opened the window to space exploration
to students who might otherwise have no ex-
posure to our final frontier.

Lisa’s passion for the Challenger Learning
Center of Northwest Indiana is entwined into
the legacy of this program. Completely de-
voted to improving and modernizing edu-
cational, opportunities for children, Lisa cre-
ated programs at the center that simulated
space missions, integrating information pro-
vided by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, NASA, into real-life missions
controlled and operated by students. These
missions not only offered students the chance
to experience life as astronauts, but also
taught valuable life skills, such as teamwork
and cooperation, that they are able to apply to
other facets of their academic development.

Thanks to Lisa’s selfless dedication to ac-
tively pursuing funding for the center, thou-
sands of students throughout the First Con-
gressional District have had the unique oppor-
tunity to participate in the programs at the
center which instill and increase students’ en-
thusiasm for science, math, and technology.
Further, her innovative approach to education
fomented a genuine excitement among the
students’ attitudes toward math and science.
Lisa was truly the backbone of the Challenger
Learning Center and will be sorely missed by
all the individuals with whom she worked so
diligently to provide this resource to the re-
gion.

Lisa is survived by her loving husband,
Tom; two sons: Ethan and Ryan; one daugh-
ter, Cassie Karney; mother, Karen Stover of
Elwood, IN; father, Max (Mary) Stover of Ko-
komo, IN; one brother, Mike (Billie) Stover of
Elwood, IN; one sister, Jennifer (Shaun)
Boetjjer of Galveston, IN; and several nieces
and nephews. Lisa also leaves to cherish her
memory many other family members and
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friends who will forever remember her devo-
tion to, not only her community, but to her
family as well.

Madam Speaker, | respectfully ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in honoring Mrs. Lisa Austgen for her out-
standing devotion to Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District. Her unselfish and lifelong dedi-
cation to the young people of northwest Indi-
ana is worthy of the highest commendation.
Lisa’s selflessness was an inspiration to us all,
and | am proud to have represented her in
Congress.

———

U.S. TROOP READINESS, VET-
ERANS’ CARE, KATRINA RECOV-
ERY, AND IRAQ ACCOUNT-
ABILITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of beginning the process to redeploy our
troops in the coming months.

| first began calling for troop redeployment
early last year when—despite the removal of
Saddam Hussein, significant training of Iraqi
police and army units, and the opening for a
potential democracy in the Middle East—it be-
came clear, it was time for a new direction in
Irag. | called for our troops to be redeployed
within the year as it had become all too evi-
dent that they would be caught in the middle
of escalating sectarian violence if they stayed.
| urged the administration to adopt the rec-
ommendations of the Iraq study group to get
the most stable result, but the administration
rejected that advice and escalated the war.

Yet today, as violence in Iraq has only got-
ten worse with the number of U.S. dead and
wounded continuing to grow and countless
numbers of Iragis dying in what has become
a full blown civil war, this Administration tries
to impose a military solution that cannot work.
The escalation, which this administration now
says will last until next spring, is simply the
wrong way to go. Let us serve our men and
women fighting overseas and recognize their
sacrifices by charting a new course in Iraq.

Over the coming months, we must begin a
responsible withdrawal of our troops. Only by
moving forward with a redeployment of our
troops can we provide the teeth necessary to
force the Bush Administration and the Iraqi
government to implement the benchmarks
they set themselves, including de-
bathification, minority rights, and sharing oil
revenue.

| fully support funding for our troops as we
scale down our operations in Iraqg. | also be-
lieve the United States must stay engaged,
leaving a limited number of forces to hunt
down Al Qaeda and other terrorist operatives,
help train Iraqgi forces, and maintain a pres-
ence in neighboring countries.

It is just as important for this administration
to start getting serious about a diplomatic of-
fensive. | believe it must work harder in co-
ordination with lIrag’s neighbors and other
leading countries to help the Iraqgis settle their
political differences and provide support for
the reconstruction efforts.
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By bringing the vast majority of our troops
home in the coming months we will show both
the Iraqgis and the world that we are serious,
that we believe the military mission is done,
and that it is time for the Iraqis to take ac-
countability for their country.

Mr. Speaker, by voting to redeploy in the
coming months, | vote for accountability in
Iraq. We can delay no longer. As a Congress
we have a responsibility to support the troops,
to honor our commitment to veterans, hold the
Iragi government accountable, and continue to
press the President to change course and end
this war.

| have made this clear before, and | will re-
peat it again here, today. Too many lives are
at stake: | have crossed the Rubicon on this
war.

Yet the President has chosen another path.
While the American people continue to throw
their hands in the air, this administration con-
tinues to ignore the painful consequences of
its disastrous strategy. With his own veto last
week, the President made clear his strategy
will not change—unless we do something
about it, here today.

We all know our troops will do anything their
country asks—but let us not ask them to sac-
rifice everything for the wrong mission. We
have a responsibility to get it right.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BEECHER COMMUNITY
SCHOOL DISTRICT PROJECT
HEAD START

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 40th anniversary of the Bee-
cher Community School District Project Head
Start. A community celebration is planned for
Friday, May 18th in Flint, Michigan. The cele-
bration will be attended by alumni, current and
former staff, parents, students and other mem-
bers of the community.

The Beecher Community School District is a
delegate program of the Genesee County
Community Action Resource Department.
Over the past 40 years the Beecher Head
Start program has served over 6,000 students.
It is a comprehensive program providing med-
ical, dental, nutrition, and child development.
The teachers and social workers make home
visits to assess the needs of the child and
work to fully involve parents in the child’'s
progress. This year 357 pupils benefited from
particijpation in the program. .

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Beecher Community School
District Project Head Start on 40 years of suc-
cessfully preparing youngsters for school and
enhancing the social and reasoning skills of
thousands of students.

THANKING TINA TATE FOR HER
PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, today | pay
tribute to the career and personal achievement
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of one of the House’s own—Tina Tate, who
will retire on May 17 as the Director of the
House Radio and Television Gallery after 34
years of service to this wonderful institution.

During the last three and one-half decades,
Tina has worked tirelessly with the People’s
House and the media to chronicle the some-
times tumultuous but always lively day-to-day
history of the Congress. She has gracefully
assisted Democrats and Republicans in their
interaction with the press during a period
when technological advances changed the
manner in which the media informed the
American people about their government.

In 1969, Tina moved from her native Geor-
gia to Washington, DC, with her husband and
young son. Three years later, during the Nixon
Administration and Carl Albert's Speakership,
she was hired as the first female employee of
the House Radio and Television Gallery. At
that time, there were only three national tele-
vision news organizations, and it was still one
year before CBS radio took the bold step of
launching a “news on the hour” service.

In 1981, she was selected Superintendent
of the Radio TV Gallery—the first female to
head that office. This was the first year of
Ronald Reagan’s Presidency and the fifth year
of Thomas P. “Tip” O'Neil’s service as
Speaker. Since then she has overseen the
historic coverage of the transition of power in
the House, first from Democratic to Repub-
lican hands in 1994, and then a return to
Democratic governance in 2006.

During her service, Tina served five Speak-
ers of the House, guiding the House and
those who cover it with integrity, honesty and
a desire to help all sides succeed in a rapidly
changing, frequently challenging environment.

Madam Speaker, Tina has left her mark on
Congress and those who cover us for the peo-
ple. For the press, she has been an advocate
and steady hand in working with Congress to
expand openness and access. For Members
of Congress, she has been a faithful guardian
of the institution’s interests and the precedents
that protect this body.

In addition to helping reporters gather news
within the halls of Congress, Tina and her of-
fice have helped more than 5,000 members of
independent radio and television organizations
cover every national political convention. That
makes sense, since once a nominee became
President she oversaw their subsequent State
of the Union Addresses.

Tina not only arranged logistics, she inno-
vated. She developed new platforms for cov-
erage, whether that be utilizing Statuary Hall
to allow Members to talk to national and local
media, or paving the way for new technologies
like HDTV to find their place in the coverage
of newsworthy events. She has had a hand in
making all of this work and finding new ways
to open up our government.

Tina’s contribution will continue into the fu-
ture. Since 2000, she has been working to es-
tablish a necessary and appropriate foothold
for the electronic media in the Congressional
Visitor's Center. As the technology and press
have changed in 34 years, so have their
needs and the needs of Members of Con-
gress. She foresaw that growth and has
worked with us to make the House successful
in the years to come.

Let me close by thanking Tina for her serv-
ice, friendship and gracious guidance. She
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leaves the House of Representatives the bet-
ter for her service.

—————

HONORING BRIDGES ... A COMMU-
NITY SUPPORT SYSTEM, INC., AS
THEY CELEBRATE THEIR 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, | am hon-
ored to rise today to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to Bridges . . . A Community
Support System, Inc., of Milford, Connecticut,
as they celebrate their 50th anniversary. This
is a remarkable milestone for this outstanding
organization dedicated to providing support
and mental health services to those in need.

Originally founded in 1957 as the Milford
Family Counseling Association, the organiza-
tion’s mission initially focused on addressing
the mental health needs of children in the Mil-
ford community. The organization expanded
and so did its scope of services—including
adult psychiatric services, drug and alcohol
prevention services and opening its doors to
the neighboring communities of Orange and
West Haven. As the needs of our communities
and its residents changed, so did the agency
as well as its name. Designated in the 1990s
by the State of Connecticut as the Local Men-
tal Health Authority, the organization made its
final name change in 1999 to Bridges . . . A
Community Support System to better reflect its
purpose and mission.

Today, Bridges, working with local agencies
and organizations, is able to provide a mul-
titude of programs to those most in need.
From individual counseling to bereavement
support; teenage drug and alcohol prevention
to vocational and social rehabilitation services,
Bridges and its dedicated staff have contin-
ually identified the changing needs of our
community. The partnerships they have estab-
lished allow them to provide comprehensive
services to their clients—making a real dif-
ference in the lives of thousands of children
and families.

In building upon the vision first established
with the Milford Family Counseling Associa-
tion, Bridges has been able to provide those
coping with the challenges of mental illnesses
with one of life’'s most precious gifts—hope.
Through its gift of hope, Bridges has left an in-
delible mark on our community and the thou-
sands of lives they have touched. In its 50
year history, Bridges has established itself as
an invaluable resource as well as respected
advocates—not only for their clients, but com-
munity leaders and policy-makers alike.

Today, Bridges is continuing its legacy of
helping people live more fulfilling and produc-
tive lives by providing clients with “Pathways
to Health, Hope, and Recovery.” For its many
invaluable contributions to our community and
for all of their work on behalf of our children
and families, | am proud to stand today and
extend my sincere congratulations to the
Bridges . . . A Community Support System on
their 50th anniversary.
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